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FROM A DISTANCE
Jesus hungered. He found nothing but leaves (Mark 11:12-13).
Coming out from Bethany, with his
disciples, Jesus was hungry. On the side of
the road, He noticed a fig tree full of leaves;
however, when He went over to inspect the
tree for figs, He discovered only leaves, no
figs. Imagine the disappointment to believe
your hunger will be satisfied only to
discover there is no food where it appeared
food should be. Jesus said to the fig tree
“May you never bear fruit again”.
Immediately, the tree withered.
Even though it was not in season for figs,
there is a relationship between the presence
of leaves and the production of figs. The
leaves had given a sign of promise that the
beginning stages of fruit would be found
within the branches although the actual crop
season was not expected until later. Because
the tree had not developed its early fruit this
was a clear indication the crop would not
come in. The tree was barren. From a
distance, the fig tree gave an outer
appearance of fruitfulness. Being full of
leaves, it appeared promising. From a
distance, it appeared to be what it was
expected to have become. A fruit-bearing
tree. Jesus is not concerned with
appearances; He’s looking for substance.
God, having invested in His people, expects

His children to produce much fruit. John 15
tells us Jesus is the true vine; we are the
branches, and His Father is the gardener.
When I think of the word branches, I see a
branch as an extension of what it comes
from. An extension of something bigger.
Branches reach outward. That which reaches
outward is supposed to give. It is supposed
to give what the ingredients on the inside
said it is to produce. A fruit tree, with
outreached branches that does not bear fruit,
is a tree that is occupying space while not
doing what it was created to do. John goes
on to say every branch that does not bear
fruit will be taken away. Without Christ, we
are barren. If we abide with Him, He will
abide with us and we will produce much
fruit. God is glorified by the fruit we bear,
fruit which reveals us to be His disciples.
The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,
longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith,
meekness, and temperance (Galatians
5:22:23). For the fruit of the Spirit is in all
goodness and righteousness and truth,
proving what is acceptable unto the Lord.
And have no fellowship with the unfruitful
works of darkness (Ephesians 5:9-11). Let
us bear much fruit and show ourselves as
His disciples.

Church Events
• July 5th - Sunday Stream
• July 6th – Virtual Bible
Study, 6:30 p.m.
• July 12th - Sunday Stream
• July 13th – Virtual Bible
Study, 6:30 p.m.
• July 19th - Sunday Stream
• July 20th – Virtual Bible
Study, 6:30 p.m.
• July 26th - Sunday Stream
• July 27th – Virtual Bible
Study, 6:30 p.m.
• Everyday – 777 Prayer,
7:00 p.m.
www.tindleytemple.net/live

July Health Topics
Hi Tindley Temple Family,
Praying that you all are safe and
taking care of yourself and your
loved ones during the COVID 19
world that we find ourselves
living in and adjusting to.
How are you doing that? I want
to give you some updates from
the Center for Disease Control
(CDC)
Watch for symptoms:
People with COVID-19 have had
a wide range of symptoms
reported – ranging from mild
symptoms to severe illness.
Symptoms may appear 2-14
days after exposure to the
virus. People with these
symptoms may have COVID-19:
• Fever or chills
• Cough
• Shortness of breath or
difficulty breathing
• Fatigue
• Muscle/body aches
• Headache
• Sore throat

•
•
•
•

New loss of taste or smell
Congestion/runny nose
Nausea/vomiting
Diarrhea
This list does not include all
possible symptoms. CDC will
continue to update this list as we
learn more about COVID-19.
When to Seek Emergency
Medical Attention
Look for emergency warning
signs* for COVID-19. If someone
is showing any of these signs, seek
emergency medical
care immediately
• Trouble breathing
• Persistent pain or pressure
in the chest
• New confusion
• Inability to wake or stay
awake
• Bluish lips or face
*This list is not all possible
symptoms. Please call your medical
provider for any other
symptoms that are severe or

•

Sunday Service
While we are still unable to go green, you can join us
Stream
in fellowship through various outlets.
Greetings in the name of our
Lord and savior Jesus Christ! As
you all may know, the governor
has not given us the status of
“green”. This means that we are
not authorized to move to inperson church service. We will
continue our streaming services
through our website
www.TindleyTemple.net/live,
our mobile app and for those
unable to access the internet, our
telephone conference call.

Conference Call Information
Call: 605-742-5283
Access code: #530551
Website
www.TindleyTemple.net/Live
Facebook
Facebook.com/ImpactTindleyT
Mobile App
Via the Sharefaith app, search
Tindley Temple

Summer Office Hours
Due to the pandemic of COVID-19 and social distancing
practices, all correspondence with the church office shall
be done either via telephone or through email. The
church office hours are from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday & Friday.
Phone Number: 215-735-0442
Email: TindleyTemple750@gmail.com

concerning to you.
Call 911 or call ahead to your
local emergency facility: Notify
the operator that you are seeking
care for someone who has or may
have COVID-19.
Please take care of yourself by
reading the following
information and follow the
above instructions.
Maintain social distancing (6
feet) apart from others not in
your household
A mask is required by law when
out in public.
Father keep us safe, give us
wisdom in our daily lives to
protect ourselves and others by
following the requirements of the
law. Help us to demonstrate the
second most important
commandment to love our
neighbors as ourselves. Thank
you God.
In the Name of Jesus, Amen
Many Blessings,
Alicia E. Parker, FCN, RN-BC,
M.Div, CT, Health Minister

Nehemiah 8:10

“Do not grieve, for
the joy of the LORD
is your strength.”

The joy of the Lord is
my strength – even when I
feel weak, sad, or my
circumstances are difficult.
“My grace is sufficient for you,
for My strength is made
perfect in weakness.”
Therefore most gladly I will
rather boast in my infirmities,
that the power of Christ may
rest upon me.

Kids Korner
MADE IN THE IMAGE OF GOD
Genesis 1:26-27 (NIV)
26 Then God said, “Let us make human beings in our image, to
be like us. They will reign over the fish in the sea, the birds in the
sky, the livestock, all the wild animals on the earth, and the small
animals that scurry along the ground.”
27 So God created human beings in his own image. In the image
of God he created them; male and female he created them.

1. What do you think is the most amazing thing God
created?
2. Why do you think God made you?
3. How can you show the world what God is like?

Song: Jesus Made Me Just Like Him
(To the tune of “Jesus Loves Me.” Touch each part as you sing.)
Jesus made me just like Him
Eyes and ears and nose and chin
Hands and fingers, feet and toes
Heart that loves and hair that grows.
Yes, Jesus loves me
Yes, Jesus loves me
Yes, Jesus loves me
He made me just like Him.

Freedom
What to the Slave is the Fourth of July? –
Frederick Douglas, 1852
During this 4th of July weekend, when we celebrate our
country’s independence and freedom, it is a good time to
ponder what freedom really means.
Freedom is a privilege as well as a responsibility, or it is
not freedom at all. One is free to speak but not necessarily
to shout “fire” in a crowded room (unless of course, there
is a fire). Each of us have freedoms that are a gift from
God to be used and not abused or hoarded.
As Christians, we have been given freedom from sin and
eternal death, the ultimate greatest freedom of all. We need
to use our freedom in Christ for good in this world.
In recent weeks we have been discussing racial
reconciliation and the need for things to change in our
country with regards to equality for people of color and
white people.
Since the founding days of this country oppression and
discrimination have been a way of securing wealth and
power at the expense of black, brown and indigenous
people.
Some people are asking, “What can I do to make a
difference?” “How can I change things?” The truth is,
everyone can do something to make the principles of
freedom a reality for all in this country.
If you have a freedom, share it with someone does not. It is
the responsibility of freedom to pass it on out of the
abundance of God’s grace, and not out of a sense of
scarcity.
Here are some freedoms you can share:
Your voice: Speak out for someone who is being
discriminated against.
Your vote: Vote for policies and legislators that work for
equality.
Your education: Teach someone who needs your
knowledge and experience.
Your wealth: Share with people in poverty. (How much
stuff do you need?)
Your heart: Say a word of apology to people you have hurt
by exclusion.
The United Methodist Women have always been on the
forefront of the fight for racial equity. For years they have
promoted their groundbreaking “Charter for Racial
Justice.” Their charter should be posted on the door of
every church as our Declaration of Independence from the
sin of racism.
There are many practical suggestions in this charter that we
can take to heart and do with our hands. May we be free
from attitudes and actions that oppress people. The
absolute truth is this: until everyone is free, no one is
truly free.

Pastor’s Pen
I can do all this through him who gives me
strength. -.Philippians 4:13
Dear Christian friends,
As we still deal with the unstable times that we live in due to
the COVID-19 virus, I would like to remind you that God is
still ABLE.
This season has been tough and has caused us to check our
faith and hold on to God like we never have before.
The losses of family members, friends, jobs and other
resources has caused some of us to be depressed and lose
hope. Where is God in all of this? How do I keep the faith
God has promised that he would never leave us or forsake
us?
I am convinced the love of God is present with us during
these difficult times.
We all know the story of when Jesus and his disciples were in
the boat and a strong storm came. The disciples were
panicked, afraid and had lost hope.
It feels like that now. We are lost in a sea of fear where the
storms of life are raging. We have been tossed through a sea
of COVID and uncertainty.
We all know that Jesus was with them and he is with us right
now as we go through this storm. He is rebuking doubt, fear
and discouragement in our lives right now! Where is Jesus?
He is holding us, protecting us and providing for us.
When all of this is over, many have said they are going to
praise God. I say praise him now! Praise him because of his
goodness! Praise him for the love he has shown towards us!
Praise him because he is worthy!
-

-

Bishop Peggy A. Johnson

Rev. Robert L. Johnson

ANNOUNCEMENTS
A day of prayer and worship will follow on June 24, 2020, with an
online service to be broadcast at noon CT on UMC.org/EndRacism
and Facebook. There will also be a denominational virtual town hall
event on July 1.

United Methodist Communications
Office of Public Information
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
June 16, 2020
Nashville, Tennessee: United Methodist Church leaders will
launch a plan of action to galvanize church members and others
to actively stand against racism in the wake of the death of
George Floyd and protests across the U.S.
The “Dismantling Racism: Pressing on to Freedom” initiative is a
multi-level effort throughout the church to initiate a sustained and
coordinated effort to dismantle racism and promote collective
action to work toward racial justice. The church-wide effort will
kick off on June 19, 2020, to coincide with Juneteenth, the
commemoration of the end of slavery in the U.S. An
announcement from members of the United Methodist Council of
Bishops will be broadcast at 11:00 am CT on
UMC.org/EndRacism and Facebook.
Participating in the event will be Bishop Cynthia Fierro Harvey
of the Louisiana Episcopal Area, president of the Council of
Bishops and the first Hispanic woman to hold that post, Bishop
Cynthia Moore-Koikoi of the Pittsburgh Episcopal Area, Bishop
Bruce Ough of the Dakotas-Minnesota Episcopal Area, Bishop
Gregory Palmer of the Ohio West Episcopal Area, and Bishop
Thomas Bickerton of the New York Episcopal Area.
"Words are great, words are important – but action is really
important," said Bishop Harvey. "Pick up your pen, pick up your
voice, pick up your feet, and do something."

Regional and local worship events and town hall meetings involving
community partners will subsequently take place, either online or in
keeping with social distancing protocols.
United Methodist Communications has launched a national
advertising campaign on social media and news websites across the
U.S., as well as digital billboards in Atlanta, Minneapolis, Houston,
and Louisville. The ads direct viewers to a website,
UMC.org/EndRacism, where they can find resources to help them
learn more and take action.
The United Methodist Council of Bishops has asked all United
Methodists to join in prayer at 8:46 a.m. and p.m. for 8 minutes and 46
seconds, the time the officer held his knee on George Floyd’s neck, for
at least the next 30 days.
Advocacy and worship resources will seek to equip leaders, members,
and the public to join in this important racial relations work. To
encourage wide participation, a variety of materials will be made
available in English, Korean, Spanish, French, and Portuguese
translations.
The denomination has a long-standing history of advocating for
justice. The Social Principles of The United Methodist Church
recognize racism as a sin and commit to challenging unjust systems of
power and access. Additional information and resources are available
online at UMC.org/EndRacism.

July Birthdays
Tramell Danielle Fortson
Garry Griffin Jr.
Kanesha Bervine
Tevora Johnson
Betty Vance
Portia Stevenson
Evelyn Edmonds
Anya Johnson
Richard Acquaah-Harrison
Joyce V. Aner

July 01
July 03
July 08
July 12
July 14
July 17
July 18
July 22
July 25
July 28

We here at Tindley wish you a happy and blessed
birthday!

